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This Admin Quick Start Guide is written for users who have completed the installation process
of the forum.
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installation for security reasons.

Throughout this Quick Start Guide, you will see texdsdike the above. These are some tips to
assist youmove along with the guide, should you encounter difficulties or are stuck at some
point and cannot move forward.

Feel free to ignore them if you follow the guide just fine.


http://www.aspplayground.net/document/readme.htm
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Whatare covered in this Quick Start Guide?

We will accomplisithe followingtogetherin this Admin Quick Start Guide

1)
2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7

Getting to know the Main Forum Screen and the Main Navigational Menu
Logging in andagting into the Admin Control Pan@Admin CP).

Getting to know the Admin CP interface aradtsig up a few interesting
preferencedor the entire forum

Creating a test user by specifying 3 mandatory pieces of idername,
Password, and Email. Then, wil locate this test user in the User
Management section of thAdmin CP

Getting to know the distinctiommongthe threesystem User Groups, and
creating atest user groupso that we can assigspecial permission easily for
all membersof this grouplater. Anally, add the test user we created above
to this group;

Configumgthe defaultforum with file attachmens enabled and getting to
know more aboutdModeratoré / dPrivate Users/ dCustom Group
Permission. We will then add the test user grogpeated abovdo this
forum andassigna special permissiogetfor it;

Creating a test post on the forum both as the admin and the test user to see
the differences. Then we will visit the moderator interface and perform a few
tasks to the posts we create here
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After Installationc TheMain Forum Screen

Once yothave completed the setup proceasad hit thedGo to the forum nowe button:

@ Forum Database Setup

| step 5: Dane!

The software has been installed successfully. Please delete this setup folder now to prevent unauthonzed access, This sebup
folder is located directly wnder the foruem root, and is named “setup”.

Please click the button below te 9o to the forum home page:

2dz oAt f 0SS G Imhigge andl shdukd See & fciddizike Below:

ASPPlayground NET ©

A~
Kl wome B3 eresmes [l evmcase K sverort B MEseer cowsioap ) costact

< Forum Navigation
Welcome | Forum Themes: | Classic (=]

i) Forum Menu M Phioto Galleries a-1 kamber List Lo in 5 Regisrason / Sign up

0 Popular Recent Photos

Mark All Forums Read

Q [ Default Category]

3 Default Ferum 0 i}
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LF¥ & 2 dz yBupfgiudiiikedh8 &reenshot above but insteali,
seeing an error message, please refer to this arbelewlocated
in our KnowledgeBasefor troubleshooting tips:

1) Encounter Error when running the forum the first time

If none of the answer applies to your situation OR you found
other issues during the setup process, you should refer to the
following artcles:

1) Setup / Upgrade issuecannot get past "Step 1"

2) Error Reporting on the Forum

Proceed only when you are able to see the screen above.
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http://www.aspplayground.net/forum/Encounter-Error-when-running-the-forum-the-first-time-m397957.aspx
http://www.aspplayground.net/forum/Setup-Upgrade-issue-cannot-get-past-Step-1-m397978.aspx
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The MainNavigational Menu

Nearthe top of the screen, you should see a list of buttons which we will refer to as the Main
Navigational Menu in this Quick Start Guide.

] Forum Menu B Photo Galleries 3) Member List * Login g., Registration ! Sign up

Note: Some of the buttons above have sub items whigthshow when you mouse over it.

We are going to be focusemh the Alministrativeaspect of the forum in this guide and
therefore we need to be logged in as tBefaultAdministrator first.

Please click on thé_og irt button now and u® the Username and Password yspecifiedfor
the admin accountluring the setugprocess.

If you have forgotten your username and password, you will n¢ed
to reset it at the database level. Please refer to this article to s¢e
how to accomplish such task:

Update password / user status outside of forum
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VERSION 3.X


http://www.aspplayground.net/forum/Update-password-user-status-outside-of-forum-m391584.aspx

ASPPIlayground.net Version 3.x Admin Quick Start Guide \1.

Log in as the Administrator

@ Log in
U . click on the graphic to refresh
sername: the text if they are not legible
Password:
Verification: PJ P’X

[] Save my credential in a cookie?

{57 Login

These features are not available at
the moment. Email specs must be
entered in the admin CP first.

# Forgot your password? ¢ New User? % Request Validation E-mail

© 2000-2009 ASPPlayground.NET Forum Trial Version 3.5

The screenshot above shows the login screen. The Verification field is a feature called

(et
w»

a/vtte/ 11 ¢ (G2 RSTFSIFG YIFIfAOA2dza o20a G2 KAQ

dza SNBR Q LJ aag2NRao®

If you think the default setting for th€aptchaonts andthe
background are making the letters too hard to read, you can
change the settings in web.config.

Refer to this article to see what to do:

Increase or Decrease the complexity of Captcha
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The Admin Control PanéAdmin CP)

Once you are logged in successfully, you will be redirected back todheforum screenwith
adifferent set of buttonson the main navigational menWe will coer these new items in the
UserFAQ3 and focus on the Admin Control Pamethis article:

(3 User Control Panel £ Member List { Admin Control Panel @l Log out

Please click on the Admin Control Panel link to go to the Adm{segRabove)

The following is the anatomy of the Admin CP user interface:

& . aspplayground Admin Control Panel
t‘-

@ Click hare for the Haly: Dacumsnt for this peg Link to Context-5ensitive Help

G back to ferum

Sate Wide Opbond i | Site Pararneter Settmgs [ Forum Yiemng Opteons T Wher Features 1/2 I Uhser Features 22 ] ?
Sate Parameter Settings B Sove
Forum Yiewing Options
User Feature Settings (2 pages) [ URL and Titie Link to go back to
User Fewtures 1/2 . the forum
S —— Forum Thie: A{!dltlpnal Tabs as
o = oL I'Iﬂ‘u’lgﬂtl{)l:lﬂl menu for
each major sections
Foruen / Messages Optsons w BreadCumb
User Related Options W Home URL:
Security Related Options v Sile URL
Gallery Options v|
Cabedar Options w| | | Date and Time Setting
ptern Relsted Optsons b
| 5 PR | Server Time 2ong GUT -7 (~ Monday, Asgust 17, 2009 1212 PU) .
Al Server Metiages v
F 1 Server Dale = Time Farmat f
Soltware Aetivation w
Ex pand 2l | Collapse Al Sarver Date only Format d
Formatting Patterrs
= dd = the day of the month
* ddd = the abbr. name of the day of the week
Control Panel * dddd = the full name of the dey of the weak
. & MM = the rusmenc month
Sections Menu * MMM = the abbr. nama of the menth
= = MMMM = tha full name of the manth
(click to expand) ® ¥y = the year without the century
= yyyy = the yasr i 4 digats
& hh = the howr in 8 12-hour clock
« HH = the hour s 8 24-hour dock
& mm = tha mirute
* 55 = tha second

= tt = shows AM / PM (can be wsed with hh)
= For more infarmation, please reler to HSDN

ASPPLAYGROUND.NET October 23, 2009 Page 6 of 36
VERSION 3.X


http://www.aspplayground.net/document/ASPPG_User_FAQs.pdf

ASPPlayground.net Version 3.x Admin Quick Start Guide \1.

Once you are in the control panel, you are automatically insidetiieAr 0 S 2 A RS {MLIISA 2 v &
t F NI YSGOSNecfoBliGAYyTaté

We will change the following immediately to enable important functions of the software:
1. Forum Title(the title for your forum)
2. Email Settings (disabled by default to prevent errors)
a. Email(the way your server is set up to handle mailing tasks)
b. Admin Email
c. Server Message FROM Email

d. SMTP Server IP and Port

If you host the forum software on a shared hosting service, yO|I
can get the information from you host.

For those who own yowserves, you can ask for such info from
your network admin. The mail server is not necessarily the sarpe
machine as your own web servém. most cases, it would be a
separate and dedicated machine set up to handle mailing taskf
within your organization.

U
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You cartlick to bring up the contexdensitive help to see the explanation for each of the Email
settings. See below:

+ For more information, please refer to MSDN
' S = <

Server Date Time formats are both mandatory -

fields, whose formatting symbols is based on .NET's
DateTimeFormatInfo symbaols.

Site wide Email and Upload

Side wide Email and Upload

Email: Disabled - These settings controls the site wide email and
upload capabilities.

Email:
Important E-mail Addresses mat

* Disabled: Not recommended. This turns
off all email capabilities (everything. The

Admin E-mail i . . 2
admin@myself.com software will lose all its server notification
emails,

Server message FROM admin@myself.com )

E-mail + External SMTP Server: Recommended
setting for use on the Internet. When forum
is running on Medium Trust trust level, this
i= @ must.

SMTP Server Location Don't forget to set the SMTP Server
Location.

SMTP Server IP IP: * Default Pickup Directory w/ IIS's

ar SMTP Service: OK, but cannot be used in

Custom Pickup Dir Medium Trust environment.

Port:
+ Custom Pickup Directory: Same as
above, but in case you want to use a
different Pickup directory from the default
115 pickup dir.
SMTP Authentication if required +« Simulated Sendinn: Dnes not send email.

The software was designed with useiNA SY Rf AySaa Ay YAYRZ YSIyAy3
manual in order to use it. In most cases, theteatrsensitive help window is all you need.

52y Qi F2NBSGX AT @&2dz NHzy Aoydénéuntenadyekgiydudzth O2 y T A
consult ourKnowledgeBase(KB)on the support brum at

http://www.aspplayground.net/forum/tt.aspx?forumid=40

You will also find tutorials on making changes to the look andrigble KBas well.
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Adding a test user to the forum

Since we areurrentlylogged in as the admin, we ward first create aegulartest user
without admin privilegseto see what we can do with a regular user account.

hy GKS yI@A3lrGA2yltf YSydz 62 GKS f SHag Of A 01
Member Import, wherewe can create a test user quickly:

User Related Options ~ Importlng Members
User Management Step 1: Pick your delimiter
User Registration _ - . _
@ Commal] ' Pipe[] © Tab[KeyboardTab] ' Space
User Groups
User Deletion Step 2: Copy and Paste your member list

User Rankings
Bot Detection Syntax: Login[delimiter]Email[delimiter]Password[delimiter]FirstName[delimiter]LastName
Custom Registration Fields
Stock Avatar Upload

Mailing List Builder

* FirstName and LastName are optional

Fast Member Import ‘h

Security Related Options w
Gallery Options w
Calendar Options w
Systern Related Options w
All Server Messages w
Software Activation v

Expand All | Collapse All
[T send Password Reminder to members

I3 1mport Member List

With this feature, you can import multiple usezasilyby preparing a list of users from other
member data sourcéone line per user)There are only 3 required data for each uséngin
name, email, and password.

For our purpose, we will put the following line into the textbox:
Test user, test@test.com, testpass

YR Of AO] U(UKS GLYLERNIL aSYoSNI[Aabe ftAy]l 0 (K
button to indicate a successful import.
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We will now go to thenain User Management interface to locate this user, and see what data

we can change regarding this new test account:

Forum / Messages Options v

Member List [ ]

¢ e LIS

User Related QOptions b

M ri——
User Registration

User Groups Search for members who match the following filter criteria:

User Deletion

Customn Registration Fields
Stock Avatar Upload
Mailing List Builder

Fast Member Import

User Rankings @ Login ) E-mail ) FirstName
Bot Detection

[T show Banned Members

@ Perform Search

AY a¢Sad dzaSNE 66A(K?2dzi
the test user appear in a table belowidRlon the name field to go to User Details for this test
account:

Member Filter

Search for members who match the following filter criteria;

Test user *_—

) LastMame ) MemberID

[C] show Users who have yetto confirm their email addresses
[C] show Users who are waiting for Admins to approve their registration

) IP Address

jd2 (840 Ayi?2

@ Login ) E-mail O FirstName © LastMame O MemberiD O IP Address

[C] show Banned Members

[T] Show Users who have yetto confirm their email addresses

[C] Show Users who are waiting for Admins to approve their registration

i/ Perform Search -‘-_—-

Date

[ MemberlD Member « Real Name : IP Address
Signup
Tuesday,

Test user September

B ) test@test.co 01, 2009 e L}

12:36 PM

Once you click on the link, you will be taken to the User Details interface for this specific user,

Hidden Groups -
@ Add selected members to the selected group

where you can view and update detailed information abthis user

ASPPLAYGROUND.NET October 23, 2009
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I Basic Member Info

Lagin: Test user
Member ID and last known IP; 1 from 127.0.0.1 3§ Ban this IP
Signup Date: 9/1/2009
First Mame:
Last Mame:
Post Stats: 0 posts with score 0. Last posted:
Group Membership: View Info
Custom Registration Fields: View Data
Banned Status: not banned (Change)
Registration Status: Successfully Registered -
Current Reward Point: 0

IMemb-er Permissions

Enable Avatar Upload for this user

Enable Signature for this user
] Enahls D o 3 .

ThereAd | f2y3 ftAa0 2F AYyF2NXYIFGA2Yy @2dz OFy dzLRI ¢
the purpose of this guide.

Next, we will explore the User Group feature of thr
AdminCP Click on the menu screen on the left to

Forum / Messages Options v

User Related Options ~

move to the User Groups section .

User Registration
User Groups

M
User Deletion @

User Rankings

Bot Detection

Custom Registration Fields

ASPPLAYGROUND.NET October 23, 2009 Page 11 of 36
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User Group Overview

Now, since thiFest usewas just created, it is not in any user group. What we are going to do is
to create a test group, and maKestusera member of tlistest group.

When you first land on the User Group interface, you will3geoups already created. They
are thedefault Admin Groupswith whichyou cangive other user accounts (e.g. thest user
we just created) privilegeto access ta AdminCR

You will also see that they aHidden Groups

Now, without merepeating the information we already have in the contsensitive help,
please click on the help link on the top left cornerget an overview of what thegerms mean
in details.

il Existing User Groups

@ AsPPlayground Admin Control Panel
| Here is & bst of user groups, The three man

{:[ sections are:

Public Groups: Viewable an the group ksting page

Site Weide Options w | User Management ] User Registration ] Uses Groups Used| for all users.
News Announcement | [ BotDeeeton | Custom Regatration Fields | Stock Awatar Uplesd | Mailing Lisg | Briuate Groups: Viewstis ceiy to the members of
L i 1 the group,
F ! M
b e ey Optone v. | User Groups I ] ] Hidden Groups: Viewabls ondy to the Admans/User
User Relabed Opticng 1| Managers

" 1 . There are also 3 default admin groups
User Manggement Existing User Groups

Administrators: Members of this group have
istraticn
User Registratio = 1} access to all front end features, induding all
| Sarn e o e s e sl
User Deletion Hidden Growps User Managers: Members of this group have
Uner Rak | access to all front end features, incuding the User
ver Rankings ’ [ Administratoes (0 Related Options section of the admin control panel,
Bt Detection

. Forum Managers: Members of this group have
Custorn Registration Fields 4 & Forum Managers (0] access to all front end features, indudmg the Fanam
J Messages Options of the admin control panel.

Stock Avatar Upload
4 1 User Banagers (0] MITE: Masmbhars of the liner Mananees aeeim eunaes

It is very important you read the help file now in order to gain a basderstanding of how
User Groups our software work, and thdifferences between thelefaultadmin groups

We will not explain these termia this guide and will assume that you are familiar with these
terms alreadyfrom now on

Once you are finished reading the help (veryrshanove on to the next page of this guide.
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Create a Test Group

Creating a user group is very easy. First, locateCilmate a new usergroupxtbox, type in the
name of the user group you want, and clibke Add New Grougink:

Existing User Groups

GID Group Mame Description

2l Hidden Groups

F LV Administrators (0]
# -2 Forurm Managers (0]
# -1 User Managers (1)

Creale anew USergroup.  Test group

You will then be able tepecifydetailed information (group title, whether or not to allow users
to apply to join, special privilegeetc.) for theTest group

We will leave everything at its default value, and click on the Group Membersialo view
the member list for this user groupf(course@ 2 dz & K 2 dzf R yaleéndyi BSlis)l ye 2y S

User Groups | Group Definition [ Grcur:f'—ﬂemh&rsq]

Q Save w

Group Setting for Test group

Basic Information

Group Name: Test group

Group Description (HTML Allowed):

ASPPLAYGROUND.NET October 23, 2009 Page 13 of 36
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Add a user to the Test Group

Once we are in the member list interface, we will see an empty drop down on the top left
O2NYSNJI 6AGK | fAYE ®SRROYIYIaPS RISH DI FNBE@&LIS Ay
userswe want to add to this group.

Since we only have one user (Test User) at the moment other than the admin user, we will type
GeSade 6oAGK2dzi ljd2GS0O | yR @2 dautdgnafichlly far§ds: G KS &

Group Members for Test Group

Group Manager: none
/ Locate a group member:

[l
Testuser\ @ Login ) E-mail ) FirsthName O LastName
Apply Filter

Member = Date Signup  Group Join Date  Group Membership Expiry

Mo records to display.

Selectthe nameandli KSy Of A0l 2y GKS da!'RR YSYOSNI 12 3INRO
G¢Said DNERdzLIE Y
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